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M I T I G AT I O N T I ED TO PR O PER T Y ’ S USE
The ability of women’s property ownership to mitigate
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the effects of AIDS and gender-based violence appears
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Even if women own property and have title in hand, the

able to require condom use. They said that requesting

research found that women were not likely to exercise

condom use with their partners raised questions and

their rights and leave a risky situation if they feared
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This finding is important because legal property rights
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reported few instances of transactional sex—much less

PR E V EN T I O N T I ED TO SO CIAL CO N T E X T
The question of whether women with more secure

than has been suggested in the literature.

property rights are better able to protect themselves
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against HIV in terms of negotiating condom use,
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refusing unwanted sex or leaving risky relationships is
not clear. The assumption has been that women’s
greater economic power through property may help
prevent HIV infection. This research suggests that
women’s social context in fact may be more important
to negotiating such circumstances.
A woman’s relationship status, for example, may affect
her ability to negotiate condom use. In both study
sites, the majority of married women or women in
long-term committed relationships reported not being

Human Sciences Research Council
Private Bag X41
Pretoria, South Africa 0001
Tel: +27 12 302 2000
Fax: +27 12 302 2001
www.hsrc.ac.za

THIS RESEARCH BRIEF WAS MADE POSSIBLE THROUGH THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF AN ANONYMOUS DONOR AND THE
FORD FOUNDATION.
© 2007 International Center for Research on Women (ICRW). All rights reserved. Sections of this document may be reproduced without the express
permission of but with acknowledgment to ICRW.

